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W@ Ge 1o e Retreat?
Pastor Livuns Lan

“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet
place and get some rest” (Mark 6:31)

As a relative young church, we are
always launching into deep and unknown
waters. The upcoming family retreat is
certainly a first for us. Even as we are
preparing for this historical event, there are
many things we don’'t know and have to
learn. | for one feel woefully inadequate to be
the keynote speaker. | must ask for your
continual prayers to bring God’s bestowal of
His messages. Pray also for Deacon Chen
as he organizes the workers for the retreat.

In Mark 6, Jesus and His followers
were facing many stressful situations. He
just faced rejection from His relatives and
people in His own hometown (1-6). His
disciples just returned from a fairly
successful mission trip (7-13). Jesus had to
deal with the grief of losing His cousin and
herald, John the Baptist (14-29). His
disciples needed more training and teaching
(30). The growing crowd left them no time for
themselves (31a).

At this point, it would have been
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natural for the disciples to build on the
success they had. It would have been
natural for Jesus to seize every opportunity
to keep busy, since He knew that His time on
earth was very limited. Yet this was the
moment when Jesus said, “Drop everything
and come with me to a lonely place, so that
we may have some rest and quiet time.”

| believe that we are at that point when
we need to heed Jesus’ advice — to drop
everything and go with Him to get some rest
and spend time with Him. We have seen
how the Lord has blessed us with growth.
We have been busy with so many areas of
the ministry: the building project, the training
of disciples, small group ministry, adding
more staffs, evangelism, and so on. But we
must stop to recharge our spiritual battery
before moving forward again.

It is much easier to do the works of a
disciple than spending time to learn how to
be a disciple. It is easier to be busy than to
be silent before the Lord. It is easier to be
Martha than Mary. An old saint once said, “I
think the devil has made it his business to
monopolize on three elements: Noise, hurry,
and crowds. Satan is quite aware of the
power of solitude and silence.” We often falil
to notice the barrenness in our soul while
we get caught up in our busy schedules.
That is why Jesus stopped His disciples at
the height of their activities and asked them
to go on a retreat with Him.

May 2006

Are you too busy to stop? Perhaps
these words from a popular song describe
you:

I'm in a hurry to get things done.

I rush and rush till life is no fun.

Al T really do is live and die.

I'min a hurry and I don’t Rnow why.
(Source: Alabama music group — “I'm In A Hurry”)

It is time to come away and rest. On
those two-and-half days, we do not plan to
overburden you with a lot of activities. We
hope you will come away to rest, and be
renewed. Mainly we will spend some quiet
time to refocus on the will of the Father, so
that we can move forward with our mission.
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Guidelines for articles

1. The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters o communicate
through written words. We therefore welcome your articles, including devotion,
sharing, testimony, daily thoughts, poems, and so on. In order to encourage a greater
variety of contribution, please limit your article to 2,000 words or less.

2. The Light of Coral Springs will be published every subsequent odd month. Please submit
your article by the 15™ of the month before publication.

3. Please type your article on double-spaced pages. Attached as Microsoft Word files and
E-mail to sister Sandy Hsun at: sunflower3491@prodigy.net

4. The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish all articles.
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200 Coral Ridge Drive, Coral Springs, Florida, 33071 U.S.A.

Tel: 954-255-9910

Fax: 954-344-1883

www.cbccoralsprings.org
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